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Current Research Interests

I am an evolutionary biologist with an interest in genetics as a tool to address a wide variety of
questions regarding the ecology, evolution and behaviour of various species (from benthic megafauna
to large predators). I also maintain a strong interest in conservation biology, as my work focuses on
threatened, fragile or commercially important wild populations with the goal of improving
management strategies. My research endeavours have developed around the study of elasmobranchs
and deep-water species, but currently, my primary focus is understanding how evolutionary processes
have shaped patterns of modern biodiversity in a range of species. This includes investigating the
effects of environmental change, natural and anthropogenic on different communities taking
advantage of the new tools provided by genomics and spatial modeling.

Academic achievements

11/11/2023 — 10/11/2026 Royal Society Wolfson Visiting Fellow, School of Environment &
Life Sciences, University of Salford, Salford, England, UK

01/01/2017 — present Associate Researcher, Fisheries Research Institute, Nea Peramos,
Kavala, Greece.

01/06/2015 - 31/12/2016 1) Postdoctoral Researcher, School of Environment & Life Sciences,
University of Salford, Salford, England, UK, Part-time

2) Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Innsbruck, Austria, Part-time

Project titles: 1) “F.I.S.HUB: Fish Identification Software Hub” (funded by FP7); 2) Population
Genomics of Tropical eels (funded by FWF, Austria)

01/04/2014 — 28/02/2015  Postdoctoral Researcher, Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da
Amazonia, INPA, Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil.

Project title: “Contribution of Molecular Genetics in Assessing Amazonian Biodiversity” (funded by
funded by FAPEAM and CAPES, Brazil).

15/11/2012 — 14/11/2013 Postdoctoral Researcher, Faculty of Environmental Design,
University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

Project title: “Spatial Genetics and Ecological Variation in the North American reindeer” funded by
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (funded by NSERC).

01/10/2010 — 31/03/2012  Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Southampton and National
Oceanography Centre, Southampton, England, UK.

Project title: “Genetic Identification, Molecular Phylogeny and Biodiversity of benthic megafauna
(Echinodermata)” funded by HERMIONE-Hotspot Ecosystem Research and Man’s impact on
European Seas (funded by FP7).

01/10/2004 — 07/07/2009  Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Genetics, University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, UK.

Ph.D. Thesis: Application of Molecular Genetics for Conservation of the Great White Shark,
Carcharodon carcharias, L. 1758.

Supervisors: Dr. Leslie R. Noble and Dr. Catherine S. Jones.

21/09/2003 — 05/09/2004  M.Sc. Marine and Fisheries Sciences, University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, UK.

M.Sc. Thesis: Application of modern genetic techniques on Great White Sharks with subsequent GIS
implementation.

Supervisors: Drs Leslie R. Noble and Cathy Jones.

01/10/1997 — 07/07/2002  B.Sc. (Hons) Chemistry, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece.
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B.Sc. Thesis: Ion Chromatographic Determination of Bromide and Bromate in Drinking and Surface
Water
Supervisors: Dr. Victoria Samanidou and Prof. loannis Papadoyiannis.

Other work experience

Mar 2009 — Jul 2009 Research Assistant, University of Aberdeen, Scotland, UK. Population
ecology of Lamnid Sharks; preliminary analyses using stable isotopes.

Jul 2009 — Jul 2009  Socio-economic Consultant, Moray Firth Partnership and ACES, University
of Aberdeen (With Drs B. Davies, D. Lusseau and D. Roberts), Scotland, UK.

Jun 2006 — Jun 2006 Research Consultant, Basking shark project (DEFRA), University of
Aberdeen, Scotland, UK.

Oct 2005 — May 2008 Student Demonstrator, Demonstrator of the B.Sc. courses at the University
of Aberdeen, UK.

Training and Development

15/01/2024—-19/01/2024 Unix and Shell Scripting for Bioinformatics, Physalia courses, Online
Workshop

15/01/2017-20/01/2017 TripleA Winter School. Whole Genome Sequencing. Locarno, Switzerland.
31/08/2015-05/09/2015 ConGen2015. Population Genomic Data Analysis Course. University of
Montana, USA.

26/11/2011 —7/11/2011 Biogeography and Phylogeography of Atlantic Fishes, Lisbon, Portugal.
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1. March 2009. Report on the “Economic Value of the Moray Firth Bottlenose Dolphins”. PHASE 1.
This report was produced for the Moray Firth Partnership held by Aberdeen Centre for Environmental
Sustainability (ACES). Principal Investigator: Dr Ben Davies (ben.davies@abdn.ac.uk).

2. Gubili, C. 2007. Population genetics of the Great White Shark, Carcharodon carcharias. Genetics
Society News. Issue 56, pp 31-32.
(http://www.genetics.org.uk/files/pdf/Genetics%20s0c%201issue%2056.pdf).

Scientific Conferences

4-7/10/2023 Oral Presentation: Aliens in a drop of water: alien fish detection using eDNA
metabarcoding. 11th Panhellenic Ecology Conference, Patras, Greece

3-6/11/2022 Poster: The use of environmental DNA for the detection of alien species in the
Mediterranean Sea. 18th Panhellenic Conference of Ichthyologists, Mesologgi, Greece.
16-18/10/2019 Oral Presentation: High levels of mislabeling in elasmobranch meat products —
Investigating species utilisation with DNA barcoding in the Mediterranean. 23rd European
Elasmobranch Association, Rende, Italy.

27-29/09/2017 Poster Presentation: Crustacean decapod diversity associated with Cymodocea nodosa
meadows from the North Aegean Sea (Eastern Mediterranean Sea). 157 SouthEast European
Ichtyological Conference (SEEIC). Sarajevo, Boznia-Herzegovina.

13-15/06/2017 Oral Presentation: Panmixia in the tropics: lack of genetic structure in sympatric eels.
1% UK International Eel Science Symposium, London, Great Britain.

10-11/05/2017 Oral Presentation: Food or Wildlife? Consumers’ poor knowledge of fish appearance
hampers seafood market transparency and sustainability. Food Integrity Conference, Parma, Italy
10-11/05/2017 Oral Presentation: Fist Identification software hub (FI1.S.HUB) classifier. Food
Integrity Conference, Parma, Italy.

09/09/2016 Oral Presentation: Connectivity in the Deep: Phylogeography of the Velvet Belly
Lanternshark. 2™ Deep-Sea SIG Conference, Liverpool, UK.

18-22/07/2016 Oral Presentation: Genetic and migratory evidence for sympatric spawning of tropical
pacific eels. 2016 FSBI Symposium, Bangor, UK.

6-12/12/2014 Oral Presentation: Biogeography and diversification patterns of the Neotropical Genus
Rhegmatorhina (Aves: Thamnophilidae) inferred from multilocus phylogenetic analysis. 21"
Congresso Brasileiro de Ornitologia, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

1-3/11/2013 Oral Presentation: Population genetic structure and phylogeography of the Small-
Spotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula) in European waters. 17 European Elasmobranch
Association, Plymouth, UK.

11-14/09/2012 Oral Presentation: Global phylogeography and long-term change and biodiversity
shifts of Psychropotes longicauda (Echinodermata: Holothuroidea) in slopes and deep basins along
the European margins. 3" HERMIONE conference, Carvoeiro, Portugal.

11-14/09/2012 Poster Presentation: Phylogenetic analysis of deep-sea corals (Octocorallia) in the
Atlantic Ocean. 3 HERMIONE conference, Carvoeiro, Portugal.

11-15/04/2011 Oral Presentation: Genetic Identification and Molecular Phylogeny of Elasipodida
(Echinodermata: Holothuroidea) in North Atlantic slopes, basins and canyons. 2" HERMIONE
conference, Estepona, Spain.

10-13/11/2010 Poster Presentation: Amplification of Degraded Nuclear and Mitochondrial DNA


http://www.genetics.org.uk/files/pdf/Genetics%20soc%20issue%2056.pdf

from Great White Shark Teeth. 14" European Elasmobrahch Association, Galway, Ireland.
7-10/02/2010 Oral Presentation: Application of Molecular Genetics for Conservation of the Great
White Shark, Carcharodon carcharias, L. 1758. International White Shark Symposium, Hawaii,
Honolulu, USA.

23-26/11/2007 Oral Presentation: Population structure of the Great White Shark: an insurmountable
opportunity for conservation. 11" European Elasmobranch Association, Brest, France.

1-4/03/2002 Oral Presentation: Ion Chromatographic Determination of Bromide and Bromate in
Drinking and Surface Water. 1% Greek Environmental Convention, Thessaloniki, Greece

Research Grants

2025-2026 “Genome assembly and biodiversity monitoring of the Critically Endangered spotted
spined loach Cobitis puncticulata from Lyra stream, Evros”. Funded by the Natural Environment &
Climate Change Agency. Budget: € 19.996,00. Role: PIL.

2024-2025 “Next-generation monitoring and mapping tools to assess marine ecosystems and
biodiversity (NEMO-Tools)”. Funded by the Hellenic Foundation for Research & Innovation.
Budget: € 400.000,00. Role: WP2 Package Leader.

2023-2024 “Biodiversity monitoring and mitogenome characterisation of the Critically Endangered
Greek brook lamprey Caspiomyzon hellenicus from Tenagi, Filippi (BIOLAMPREY)”. Funded by
the Natural Environment & Climate Change Agency. Budget: € 10.000,00. Role: PI.

2022-2022 “Monitoring and evaluation of hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation activities in
Crete, BioCrete”. Funded by the Crete Prefecture. Budget: € 13.000,00. Role: Partner Coordinator.
2020-2023 “Monitoring and control of invasive alien species in Greece using innovative techniques
under current and future climate conditions (INVASION)”. Funded by the Operational Programme
of Fisheries and Sea (Innovation in Aquaculture) 2014-2020. Budget: € 462.603,66. Role:
Coordinator.

2019-2026 “Batoids on your plate: Species composition of the Mediterranean ray trade”. Funded by
Save Our Seas Foundation (SOSF). Budget: $ 46.000,00. Role: PI.

2019-2020 “Species composition of the Greek ray trade”. Funded by Fisheries Society of the British
Isles (FSBI). Budget: £ 3.472,00. Role: PI.

Reviewing Activities

1. Grant Proposal Evaluator, National Research Foundation, Portugal. 2024.

2. PhD External Examiner. Dimitra Marmara: Study on microplastic particles ingestion and the
occurrence of related chemical additives in commercial fish species across different habitats of North
Aegean Sea. University of Aegean, Greece. Supervisors: Krasakopoulou, E., Brundo M. V.,
Katsanevakis, S. 2024

3. PhD External Examiner. Danielle Louise Davenport: Applications of genomic methods to
investigate shark populations of conservation concern. University of Queensland, Australia.
Supervisors: Ovenden, J., Dudgeon, C., Bennett, M., Nielsen, E.E., Huveneers, C., Butcher. P. 2022.
4. Grant Proposal Evaluator, National Research Foundation, South Africa. 2021.

5. Task Force on Elasmobranchs, CIESM - Mediterranean Science Commission (CIESM). 2020-
present.

Reviewer in Scientific Journals

2011-current: Reviewer for numerous Scientific Journals, including Molecular Ecology, Biology
Letters, Scientific Reports, Journal of Biogeography, Diversity and Distributions, Marine Biology,
PeerJ, Fisheries Research, Marine and Freshwater Research, BMC Genetics, PeerJ and African
Journal of Aquatic Science.

Supervisory responsibilities




25 undergraduates (Greece, Brazil, and UK), 14 Master’s and 5 PhD students.

Scholarships

2023 Royal Society Wolfson Visiting Fellowship

2011 HERMIONE training bursary

2010 International White Shark Symposium Travel Grant
2007 Aberdeen University Travel Grant

2006 Heredity Fieldwork and Training grant

2004-2007 University of Aberdeen Ph.D. studentship
2004-2007 CASE Ph.D. studentship (Marine Biological Association)

Other Qualifications

2002 Degree in Piano — Practical and teaching skills
1997 Diploma from the International Air Transport Association
1995 Degree in Theory of Music

Field expeditions

July 2018, July 2019, July 2020, July 2021, July 2022, July 2023, July 2024 MEDITS (International
Bottom Trawl Survey in the Mediterranean), North Aegean, Greece.

June 2023 MEDITS (International Bottom Trawl Survey in the Mediterranean), Cyprus.

Aug 2016 — Sep 2016 New Caledonia, Western Samoa, Fieldwork for Population Genomics of
Tropical eels project.

Aug 2011 —Aug 2011 RRS James Cook Cruise JC062, National Oceanography Centre, Southampton,
UK, Fieldwork for HERMIONE project.

Nov 2006 — Nov 2006 South Africa. Fieldwork campaign for Ph.D.

Oct 2004 — Oct 2004 Natal Sharks Board, Durban, South Africa. Fieldwork campaign for Ph.D.



